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Top dog/Underdog is a tale of two African-American brothers Booth and Lincoln. The father of the two brothers felt that the relationship between President Abraham Lincoln and John Wilkes-Booth was not serious. The father decided to name the two brothers after the target and the assassin to express the bad relationship that existed between them. It is worth noting that both brothers had decided to abandon their parents because of reasons best known to them. They had to depend on each other to survive during their teenage years. Link was the oldest of the teen brothers. He stood out from his brother because of his mastery of the Three-Card Conte. The game in question was used by confident men who wanted to lure players so that they could take part in betting. The players had to identify their target care from the three choices of the cards provided in the game. Link decided to retire from conmanship following the murder of the friend during the game. He decided to go for a better job at the Carnival. The job entailed impersonating Abraham Lincoln. He enjoyed the fact that people not only loved to pay so that they could walk behind him but also seen him as he got to shoot. Booth was a young brother to Link. He was not only highly opinionated but also followed the footsteps of his young sibling. He used to underhand tactics to earn a living. He spent a lot of time practicing to become the best in the three-card game. It is also necessary to note that he was a petty thief from the fact that he stole from the local stores.
 The play is set in a boarding house room. Lincoln and Booth report all the incidents that occurred outside the boardroom. The room belongs to Booth and Lincoln happens to be his guest. It is interesting that Lincoln is the one paying rent in the boardroom because he is the only one with income (Parks, 2002)
The characters in the play are Lincoln, Booth, Grace, and Cookie. Lincoln lives with his brother Booth. Lincoln decided to live with Booth after his wife Cookie left him. The play displays him as an intelligent man who not only loves drinking but also working. Booth is unemployed and he lives in his brother's apartment. Booth is into making money as well as attracting women of different calibers.  Grace is the woman Booth loves. However, Booth never appeared on stage throughout the play. During the play, Booth happens to talk extensively about Grace. He says that he loves Grace. He makes the remarks in the final stage of the play. Cookie happens to be Lincoln's estranged wife. She never appears on stage. The brothers talk about her in the play. She comes into action when the marriage with Lincoln does not seem to go as planned. In the play, Lonny is a partner in crime with Lincoln. The duo used to hustle together (Parks, 2002). The play talks about race and classism in American society. Despite the fact that both Lincoln and Booth are African-Americans, they are struggling to have their identities. They want to understand their purpose in life (Parks, 2002)
In conclusion, the play is about class and power. One of the bothers is seen as a top dog while the other one is an underdog. Link is considered as the top dog because he has the powers while Booth is the underdog in the play. Greed also happens to be the other theme of the play because the two brothers want their desires to be fulfilled at the end of the day.
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